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Matthew 16:18 And I say 

also unto thee, That thou 

art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my 

church; and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail 

against it. 

 



Upon all who believe, God has placed the 

burden of raising up churches, for the 

express purpose of educating men and 

women to use their entrusted 

capabilities for the benefit of the world, 

employing the means He has lent for His 

glory. He has made human beings His 

stewards. Gladly and generously they 

are to use the means in their possession 

for the advancement of righteousness 

and truth. They are to employ His 

entrusted talents in building up His work 

and enlarging His kingdom.  {MM 315.3} 

 



Minister to Educate New 

Believers in Soul Winning.--

Place after place is to be 

visited; church after church is 

to be raised up. Those who take 

their stand for the truth are to 

be organized into churches, and 

then the minister is to pass on 

to other equally important 

fields. {Ev 353.3}   

 



Our greatest burden should be, not 

the raising of money, but the salvation 

of souls; and to this end we should do 

all in our power to teach students how 

to lead souls to a knowledge of the 

third angel's message. When we are 

successful in the work of soulsaving, 

those who are added to the faith will, 

in turn, use their ability in giving the 

truth to others. When we labor 

diligently for the salvation of our 

fellow men, God will prosper our every 

effort.--9T 85, 86.  {PM 289.4}   



Mark 6:7 - 13 

 

6 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth 

by two and two; and gave them power over unclean spirits; 

 

8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their 

journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in their 

purse:  

 

9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 

 

10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an 

house, there abide till ye depart from that place. 

 

11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye 

depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony 

against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for 

Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.  

 

12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 

 

13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that 

were sick, and healed them. 



Just as soon as a 

church is organized, let 

the minister set the 

members at work. They 

will need to be taught 

how to labor 

successfully. . . .  {Ev 

353.4}   



The power of the gospel is to come 

upon the companies raised up, fitting 

them for service. Some of the new 

converts will be so filled with the 

power of God that they will at once 

enter the work. They will labor so 

diligently that they will have neither 

time nor disposition to weaken the 

hands of their brethren by unkind 

criticism. Their one desire will be to 

carry the truth to the regions beyond.-

-Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 20. (1902)  {Ev 

354.1} 



Churches are to be organized 

and plans laid for work to be 

done by the members of the 

newly organized churches. This 

gospel missionary work is to 

keep reaching out and annexing 

new territory, enlarging the 

cultivated portions of the 

vineyard. The circle is to 

extend until it belts the world.--

Letter 86, 1902.  {Ev 19.2}   



An Army of Workers 

  

The Lord Jesus desires the members of His church 

to be an army of workers, laboring for Him 

according to their varied capabilities, and carrying 

out the principles of self-denial and self-sacrifice, 

preserving that love for God which drew them away 

from the world and which will draw them together, 

away from separate confederacies, from distant, 

detached parties. The work is to be one grand, 

harmonious whole in Christ Jesus. The faith that 

works by love and purifies the soul is the holy, 

uplifting, sanctifying agency which is to soften and 

subdue jarring human nature. The love of Christ is 

to constrain the believers, causing them to blend in 

harmonious action at the cross of Calvary. As they 

live the principles which separated them from the 

world, they will be bound to one another by the 

sacred cords of Christian love.  {MM 316.1} 



COUNSEL  

TO 

INDEPENDENT 

MINISTRIES 



God is teaching, leading, and guiding His people, 

that they may teach, lead and guide others. 

There will be, among the remnant of these last 

days, as there were with ancient Israel, those 

who wish to move independently, who are not 

willing to submit to the teachings of the Spirit of 

God, and who will not listen to advice or counsel. 

Let such ever bear in mind that God has a church 

upon the earth, to which He has delegated power. 

Men will want to follow their own independent 

judgment, despising counsel and reproof, but just 

as surely as they do this, they will depart from 

the faith, and disaster and the ruin of souls will 

follow. Those who rally now to support and build 

up the truth of God are ranging themselves on 

one side, standing united in heart, mind, and 

voice, in defense of the truth. . . .  {2MR 158.2}  



It is a delusion of the enemy for anyone 

to feel that he can disconnect from 

agencies which God has appointed, and 

work on an independent line of his 

own, in his own supposed wisdom, and 

yet be successful. Although he may 

flatter himself that he is doing God's 

work, he will not prosper in the end. We 

are one body, and every member is to 

be united to the body, each person 

working in his respective capacity.--

Letter 104, 1894, pp. 4-6. (To "Dear 

Brother Church," no date.)  {2MR 158.3}   



The Lord would have all who act a part in His 

work bear testimony in their lives to the holy 

character of the truth. The end is near, and 

now is the time when Satan will make special 

efforts to distract the interest and separate it 

from the all-important subjects that should 

arrest every mind to concentrated action. An 

army could do nothing successfully if its 

different parts did not work in concert. Should 

each soldier act without reference to the 

others, the army would soon become 

disorganized. Instead of gathering strength 

from concentrated action, it would be wasted 

in desultory, meaningless efforts. Christ prayed 

that His disciples might be one with Him, as He 

was One with the Father. . . .  {2MR 158.4}   



Whatever good qualities a man may 

have, he cannot be a good soldier if 

he acts independently. Good may 

occasionally be done but often the 

result is of little value, and often the 

end shows more mischief done than 

good. Those who act independently 

make a show of doing something, 

attract attention, and flash out 

brightly and then are gone. All must 

pull in one direction in order to 

render efficient service to the cause. 

. . .  {2MR 159.1}   



God requires concerted 

action of His soldiers, and 

in order to have this in the 

church, self-restraint is 

essential; self-restraint 

must be exercised. --Letter 

11a, 1886, pp. 3-5. (To Elder 

and Mrs. E. P. Daniels, Aug. 

6, 1886.)  {2MR 159.2}  



In every effort in every place where the 

truth is introduced there is need of 

different minds, different gifts, different 

plans and methods of labor being united. 

All should make it a point to counsel 

together, to pray together. Christ says 

that, "If two of you shall agree on earth as 

touching anything that they shall ask, it 

shall be done for them of My Father which 

is in heaven." No one worker has all the 

wisdom that is needed. There should be a 

comparing of plans, a counseling together. 

No one man should think himself 

sufficient to manage an interest in any 

place without helpers. {2MR 159.3}   



One man may have tact in one direction, but may 

be a decided failure upon some essential points. 

This makes his work imperfect. He needs the 

tact of another man's mind and gift to blend with 

his efforts. All should be perfectly harmonious in 

the work. If they can work with only those who 

see just as they do, and follow just their plans, 

then they will make a failure. The work will be 

defective because none of these laborers have 

learned the lessons in the school of Christ that 

makes them able to present every man perfect in 

Christ Jesus. All should be constantly improving. 

They should lay hold of every opportunity and 

make the most of every privilege, until they 

become better fitted for their great and solemn 

work.  {2MR 160.1}   



But God has set in the 

church different gifts. 

These are all precious in 

their place, and all are 

to act a part in the 

perfecting of the saints. 

[Ephesians 4:11-16, 

quoted.]  {2MR 160.2}   



This is God's order, and men must 

labor according to His rules and 

arrangements if they would meet 

with success. God will accept 

only those efforts that are made 

willingly and with humble hearts, 

without the trait of personal 

feelings or selfishness.--Letter 66, 

1886, pp. 1, 2. (To "My Brother 

Laborers at Lausanne," no date.)  

{2MR 160.3}   



It is not a good sign when men will 

not unite with their brethren, but 

prefer to act alone; when they will 

not take in their brethren because 

they do not just exactly meet their 

mind. If men will wear the yoke of 

Christ, they cannot pull apart. They 

will wear Christ's yoke, they will 

draw with Christ.-- Ms 56, 1898, p. 6. 

("The Need of Harmonious Action," 

April 27, 1898.) Released 1960.  {2MR 

160.4}   



THE INSPIRED MODEL 

OF A MINISTERIAL 

CALLING 



Upon all who believe, God has placed the burden of raising 

up churches. The express purpose of the church is to 

educate men and women to use their intrusted capabilities 

for the benefit of the world, to employ the means God has 

lent, for His glory. He has made human beings His 

stewards. They are to employ His intrusted talents in 

building up His work and enlarging His kingdom. Our 

churches, large and small, are not to be treated in such a 

way that they will be helplessly dependent upon ministerial 

aid. The members are to be so established in the faith that 

they will have an intelligent knowledge of true missionary 

work. They are to follow Christ's example, ministering to 

those around them. Faithfully they are to fulfil the vows 

made at their baptism, the vow that they will practise the 

lessons taught in the life of Christ. They are to work 

together to keep alive in the church the principles of self-

denial and self-sacrifice, which Christ, His divinity clothed 

with humanity, followed in His work as a missionary. It is 

imparting the knowledge of Christ's love and tenderness 

that gives efficiency to all missionary operations.  {PUR, 

August 1, 1901 par. 7} 



We have a message from the Lord to bear 

to the world, a message that is to be 

borne in the rich fullness of the Spirit's 

power. Let our ministers see the need of 

seeking to save the lost. Direct appeals 

are to be made to the unconverted. "Why 

eateth your Master with publicans and 

sinners?" the Pharisees asked Christ's 

disciples. And the Saviour responded: "I 

am not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance." Matthew 9:11, 13. 

This is the work He has given us. And 

never was there greater need of it than at 

the present time.  {7T 18.1}  



God has not given His ministers the work 

of setting the churches right. No sooner is 

this work done, apparently, than it has to 

be done over again. Church members that 

are thus looked after and labored for 

become religious weaklings. If nine tenths 

of the effort that has been put forth for 

those who know the truth had been put 

forth for those who have never heard the 

truth, how much greater would have been 

the advancement made! God has withheld 

His blessings because His people have not 

worked in harmony with His directions.  

{7T 18.2}   



It weakens those who know the truth for 

our ministers to expend on them the time 

and talent that should be given to the 

unconverted. In many of our churches in 

the cities the minister preaches Sabbath 

after Sabbath, and Sabbath after Sabbath 

the church members come to the house of 

God with no words to tell of blessings 

received because of blessings imparted. 

They have not worked during the week to 

carry out the instruction given them on 

the Sabbath. So long as church members 

make no effort to give to others the help 

given them, great spiritual feebleness 

must result.  {7T 18.3}   



The greatest help that can 

be given our people is to 

teach them to work for God, 

and to depend on Him, not 

on the ministers. Let them 

learn to work as Christ 

worked. Let them join His 

army of workers and do 

faithful service for Him.  {7T 

19.1}   



There are times when it is 

fitting for our ministers to 

give on the Sabbath, in our 

churches, short discourses, 

full of the life and love of 

Christ. But the church 

members are not to expect a 

sermon every Sabbath.  {7T 

19.2}   



Let us remember that we are pilgrims and 

strangers on this earth, seeking a better country, 

even a heavenly. Let us work with such 

earnestness, such devotion, that sinners will be 

drawn to Christ. Those who have united with the 

Lord in the covenant of service are under bonds to 

unite with Him in the great, grand work of soul 

saving. Let church members, during the week, act 

their part faithfully, and on the Sabbath relate their 

experience. The meeting will then be as meat in 

due season, bringing to all present new life and 

fresh vigor. When God's people see the great need 

of working as Christ worked for the conversion of 

sinners, the testimonies borne by them in the 

Sabbath service will be filled with power. With joy 

they will tell of the precious experience they have 

gained in working for others.  {7T 19.3}   



Our ministers are not to spend their 

time laboring for those who have 

already accepted the truth. With 

Christ's love burning in their hearts, 

they are to go forth to win sinners to 

the Saviour. Beside all waters they are 

to sow the seeds of truth. Place after 

place is to be visited; church after 

church is to be raised up. Those who 

take their stand for the truth are to be 

organized into churches, and then the 

minister is to pass on to other equally 

important fields.  {7T 19.4}   



Just as soon as a church is organized, let the 

minister set the members at work. They will need 

to be taught how to labor successfully. Let the 

minister devote more of his time to educating 

than to preaching. Let him teach the people how 

to give to others the knowledge they have 

received. While the new converts should be 

taught to ask counsel from those more 

experienced in the work, they should also be 

taught not to put the minister in the place of God. 

Ministers are but human beings, men compassed 

with infirmities. Christ is the One to whom we are 

to look for guidance. "The Word was made flesh, 

and dwelt among us, . . . full of grace and truth." 

"And of His fullness have all we received, and 

grace for grace." John 1:14,16.  {7T 20.1}   



A  LETTER FROM  

E.G WHITE  

TO  

THE CHURCHES 



PAMPHLETS 

PH038 - 

Important 

Testimony (1903) 



Dear Brethren and Sisters in the Churches 

which are always to be united as one 

Church in Christ Jesus:-- 

  

You have not received that education 

which it is the will of God that you should 

have received, because you have not been 

eating of the Bread of Life which came 

down from heaven. Had you studied the 

Word of God diligently, you would have 

been convinced that unity and harmonious 

action is always to be preserved if you 

would advance in the grace and the 

knowledge of the truth. 



If your understanding had been 

enlightened, and your eye single to 

the glory of God, your own selfish 

ideas would have been dispelled; 

the eyes of your understanding 

would have been opened to the 

secrets of the great spiritual 

agencies in the church. Your 

drawing apart--one small church 

from another small church--has 

grieved the Holy Spirit of God. 



For years the plan of heaven has not 

been met, and time has weakened 

the influence of the Message. The 

commission to you who have come 

to a knowledge of the binding claims 

of the law of God, is now to reach a 

higher standard than that which has 

hitherto been reached. The 

differences which have existed have 

left an unfavorable impression upon 

the minds of those who attend your 

meetings.  {PH038 1.1}  



By a carnality in words the talent of 

speech has been an injury to the precious 

cause of present truth. The time has 

come when all the differences must be 

put away fully and thoroughly; and now, 

without delay attempt a united, 

systematic effort for the one great object: 

sanctification through Jesus Christ to the 

obedience of the truth. "Sanctify them 

through Thy Word; Thy Word is truth." 

How long would it be before the influence 

of one would be the influence of all? Zeal, 

piety and wisdom would blend in the 

converted souls through sanctification of 

the truth in a combined movement. 



The gospel of Christ would be exerting 

its decided influence in vigorous 

action, demonstrating the power of God 

unto salvation. There would be deep 

earnestness in the work, more 

combined and vigorous efforts, a using 

of all your energies, sustaining one 

another in the work of enlarging the 

territory of the kingdom of God in our 

cities. Earnest results would be seen, 

and prayers and hands would be 

uplifted to heaven, saying, "Who is 

sufficient for these things?"  {PH038 

2.1} 



Agents must be selected, chosen of 

God, for spheres of labor appointed 

them and their work must be 

sustained by the prayers and the 

contribution of the disciples who may 

remain in their business stations, thus 

earning the means necessary to 

sustain those laboring to work out 

God's appointed plan. The work of a 

united, converted church, with prayer 

and fasting for the holy spirit of God 

to be revealed, will bring the angelic 

agencies very near. 



Agents must be selected, chosen of 

God, for spheres of labor appointed 

them and their work must be 

sustained by the prayers and the 

contribution of the disciples who may 

remain in their business stations, thus 

earning the means necessary to 

sustain those laboring to work out 

God's appointed plan. The work of a 

united, converted church, with prayer 

and fasting for the holy spirit of God 

to be revealed, will bring the angelic 

agencies very near. 



As the disciples "ministered to 

the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 

Ghost said, Separate me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work 

whereunto I have called them." 

God will work just as much in 

our day, if we will individually 

co-operate with him. Each 

should labor to strengthen the 

faith of the other earnest 

workers. 



God does not give to any of us the 

commission to hinder and discourage any 

soul who can work interestedly under the 

supervision of the Great Head for the 

presentation of Bible truth, and the saving 

of souls ready to perish. We must labor 

now for the extension of the truth and as 

a result many souls will come to a 

knowledge of the truth in our hitherto 

unworked cities. The very choicest 

instrumentalities the church contains 

should be selected and sent forth, and 

sustained in extending missionary efforts.  

{PH038 2.2}   



"And when they had fasted and 

prayed, and laid their hands on them, 

they sent them away." They went to 

their appointed field of labor. The 

laborers moved under divine 

authority. These men must know for 

themselves the best fields in which 

to work. Some men can work better 

when they can be with their families. 

The home church may need the 

influence of a God-fearing father who 

disciplines and trains his children 

aright. 



God would not have men ruthlessly 

sent to fields far away from their 

families. Some without families can 

go more conveniently to distant 

fields, letting the fathers remain with 

their families. In sending Christian 

workers from post to post, let the 

fathers and mothers be consulted 

before the field is appointed. The 

home family flock is not to be left 

distressed for the want of a father's 

judicious influence.  {PH038 3.1}   



The Lord says, "Enlarge your borders." 

The power of the Gospel is expansive. 

Men are to be devoted soul-savers, and 

should have something to show for 

their labors. If the workers fail to 

produce fruit, something may be wrong 

with the tree. The cost of working the 

vineyard must be made as little as 

possible, because there is a large 

territory to be worked. As men are 

employed in different places they 

should always be looked after to see 

what is the result of their labor. 



If the tree bears no fruit, it may be 

because it needs to be transplanted. 

If after proper labor it still has no 

fruit to bear, let it be removed; let 

the laborer be dismissed as an 

unprofitable servant in the work of 

soul saving, and encouraged to go 

into some business, by which he can 

earn means to act his part in 

sustaining laborers which can work 

successfully--persons with tact and 

wisdom, who, in the fear of God, will 

win souls to Christ.  {PH038 4.1} 



Churches are to be planted. No great centers 

are to be made, as at Battle Creek; and yet 

there will be some important churches 

established, and meeting houses provided in 

large cities favorable to accommodating the 

believers in each locality. There should not 

be a call to have settled pastors over our 

churches, but let the life-giving power of the 

truth impress its individual members to act, 

carrying on an efficient missionary work in 

that locality. As the hand of God, the church 

is to be educated and trained to do effective 

work. Its members are to be the Lord's 

devoted, Christian workers. The church is too 

one-sided.  {PH038 5.1}   



SKIPPED ABOUT NEW YORK CITY 

{PH038 5.2} - {PH038 6.4}, {PH038 8.1}   
 



God has his appointed agencies for the 

enlargement of our circle of influence, 

and for the increasing of the number of 

workers who will be missionaries 

indeed--laborers for the saving of the 

souls of their fellow-men. Those should 

set no boundaries to limit the sphere of 

their labors. The Christian church will 

ever meditate advance moves; it will 

ever be educating workers for further 

conquests for Christ. It should ever be 

moving on and on, that the truth may 

extend to all parts of the globe.  

{PH038 6.5}   



How did Paul and Barnabas labor? 

They visited every place where 

they could get an entrance, and 

they had success in the saving of 

souls to Jesus Christ. After a large 

territory was worked, they visited 

the churches which they had 

planted, and then returned to 

Antioch, the place from which they 

had been recommended by prayer 

and council for the work.  {PH038 

7.1}   



In the same way the work is to be carried now. 

Let those preparing to be laborers study Acts 14. 

Let them become familiar with this whole 

chapter, for those who will become laborers 

together with God in these last days will realize 

similar experiences as those recorded in verse 

nineteen. "And there came thither certain Jews 

from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 

people, and, having stoned Paul, (who had so 

recently refused to be worshiped as a god), drew 

him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

Howbeit, as the disciples stood about him, he 

rose up, and came into the city; and the next day 

he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. And when 

he had preached the gospel to that city, and had 

taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and 

to Iconium, and Antioch." 



Thus they fulfilled the commission given 

in Matthew 28:19, 20: "Go ye therefore, 

and teach all nations, baptising them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world." 

Their special work was, "Confirming the 

souls of the disciples, and exhorting them 

to continue in the faith, and that we must, 

through much tribulation, enter into the 

kingdom of God." Acts 14:22-28. These 

experiences were of great value to the 

churches.  {PH038 7.2}  



Every church shall move in God's order, 

following his plan of communion and 

Christian oneness. The whole body of 

believers are to be one in spirit. They are 

collectively the church of Jesus Christ. 

Standing in this widely extended 

missionary territory, the church should be 

calling the sinful to look at the Lamb of 

God who taketh away the sin of the world. 

This work is to go forward. Those who 

have taken upon themselves to carry a 

measuring line that they may measure all, 

and say how things shall go, may now be 

excused from this responsibility.  {PH038 

9.1}   



The cross of Calvary is to be 

uplifted, and all who will be 

engaged in drawing the 

people to the cross, enlarging 

the circumference of the 

circle of believers larger and 

larger, will have Christ, the 

power of salvation. Zeal for 

the power and glory of God is 

to be revealed.  {PH038 9.2}   



Let all understand that we are now 

to get rid of everything of bitterness, 

and have a sanctified zeal for the 

saving of souls who are ready to 

perish. We need more of the Holy 

Spirit's guidance.  

   Mrs. E. G. White.   

{PH038 10.1}   

     THE FOREGOING TESTIMONY 

WAS RECEIVED NOVEMBER 25, 

1901, AND READ IN THE CHURCHES. 

{PH038 10.2}  

  


